How COVID-19 impacts
smallholder coffee farmer families

Results of ICP-survey in project regions
International Coffee Partners (ICP) conducted a survey in its project regions Indonesia, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda, Brazil and
Honduras to find out how the COVID-19 crisis is impacting smallholder coffee farmer families’ livelihoods. The results show that
the crisis aggravates existing problems and most likely will have long-term effects on farming and household income.

Most relevant problems for smallholder families
COVID-19 is exacerbating existing economic and climate related problems.

68 % Prices for coffee
31 %
31 %

Bad weather & climate

High costs of living

30 % Poverty
25 % Lack of employment & income
21%

COVID-19

16%

Prices of other crops

Greatest concerns of smallholder families
related to COVID-19
COVID-19 – Effects on economic situation
and health are of greatest concern.

64 % Effect on prices
42 % Health of community
39 % Availability of labor
38 % Market access
32 % Availability of inputs
21 % Access to education
16 % Access to food

26%

NO

Most of the smallholder families expect a
normal harvest but lower revenues.
Do you think you'll be able to harvest your coffee
like normal at that time?

74%

YES

50 % of families fear disruption in selling their coffee
If you expect disruptions during harvest,
what do you think will be affected?

Do you think you'll be able to sell
your coffee like normal at that time?

50 % No

77 % Prices reduced
33 % Postponed
9 % Price increased
8 % Cancelled
8 % Other

41 % Yes
7 % No coffee sales planned this season
2 % No response

Most families are already now experiencing
negative impacts on household income
because of COVID-19.

Highest impact on household
income in Uganda, Indonesia
and Ethiopia*
84%

88%

COVID-19 already has negative impacts
on household income

71 %

Yes

28 %
1%

No, income is the same

No, income has increased
98%

*Percentage of respondents per country reporting decrease in income.

Approximately one in two families needed to change farm
management plans because of COVID-19.
64 %

62 % The biggest impacts of

COVID-19 on farm management reported are access to:

Affected activities due
to this impact

51 %

46 %

22 %
Harvesting

Planting / Rejuvenation

33 % 26 %
Use of agrochemicals

Pruning of trees

Storage

Credit

Savings

Fertilization

37 %

14 %
Inputs

Farm workers

38%

ICP reacted in its project during the crisis with switching to
digital training methods. Respondents from all countries,
age groups and sex rate these digital approaches as useful.
Receiving virtual trainings would be very useful for me.
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Although hardware coverage rises,
remaining problems to internet access
vary between regions.

The survey shows that COVID-19 will have a long-term impact on the livelihoods of smallholder families. Upcoming crop cycles
will be affected as much as families cashflow and food security. The survey confirms the importance of investments into the
livelihood situation of smallholder families. Long-term commitment is needed now and ICP remains dedicated to continue the
support and to adapt to the changing situation in the face of the Coronavirus pandemic.
METHODOLOGY :
380 interviews in seven countries (Indonesia, Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania, Brazil, Guatemala, Honduras) via phone from June 2 to June 12, 2020
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